Rev, Dr. John M. Thomas, LL. D., 
President of Middlebury College. 
My Dear President Thomas: - | 

In commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of my graduation from 
Middlebury College, and in recognition of the gracious kindness of my 
heavenly Father to me throughout my life, I desire to erect a chapel to 

| hw AA cas 
Serve as a place of worship for the college, to be known as the Mead 
Memorial Cnn. I have in mind a dignified and substantial structure, 
in harmony with the other buildings of the college, and expressive of 
the simplicity and strength of character for which the inhabitants of 
this valley and the State of Vermont have always been distinguished. 

It was my great-great-grandfather, the first white settler of this 
valley, who brought the first copy of the Holy Bible into this unbroken 
wilgerness and it was his wife, my great-great-grandmother, who gathered 
eet, about her in an indian wigwam for the first christian ser- 
vice of the Vermont pioneers of this immediate region. With this 
memory ever present, it has been my hope and prayer that I might be 
able and permitted to build for this college a suitable place for 
divine worship and that it might rise from the highest point on its 
campus aS a symbol of the position, most prominent in every respect, 
which christian character and religious faith should always maintain 
in its work for our youth. | | 

I have in mind the furnishing of from $50,000 to 60.000 for the 
erection of such a structure, and I hereby suggest that the Trustees 
of the College secure appropriate plans for its erection which shall 


meet with my approval, and that said Board appoint a Building Committee 


at once, consisting of President Thomas, former President Brainerd and 


II 


myself to make the necessary contracts for such a structure and to 
Supervise theerection of the same, and I will then bind myself and my 
estate to provide the necessary means for its erection and completion 
in accordance with the suggestions of this letter and with the contracts 
to be made by your committee. 


Respectfully, 


MAY 


tev, Or. dohn @. Thomas, Li.d., 


President of -dddlebury College, 


My dear President Thomas; . 

in commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of 

my graduation from Middlebury College, and in recognition 

of the gracious kindness of my heavenly Father to me through 
out my life, I desire to erect « chapel to serve as a place 
of worship for the college, the same to be known as the 

“Mead “emorial Chapel." 1 have in mind a dignified and 
substantial structure, in harmony with the other Buildings 

of the college, and exvressive of the simplicity and strength 
of character for which the inhabitants of this valley and 

the State of Vermont have always been distinguisned, 


it was my grentegreategrandfather, the first white 
settler of this valley, who brought the first copy of the 
Holy fible into this unbroken wilderness, and it was his wife, 
my greategreategrandmother, who gathered her large family 
about her in an Indian wigwam for the first Christiam service 
of the Vermont pioneers of thin immediate region. with this 
memory ever present, it has been my hope and prayer that i 
might be able and permitted to build for this eollege a 
suitable place for divine worship and that it might rise 
from the highest point on its campus as a symbol of the 
position, most prominent in every respect, which Christian 
character and religious faith should always maintain in its 
work for our youth, | 


I have in mind the furnishing of from $50,060 
to $60,000 for the erection of such a structure, and I 
hereby suggest that the Trustees of the college secure 
appropriate plans for its erection which shall meet with 
my espproval, and that said Hoard appoint a nuilding Come 
mittee at cnece, consisting of President thomas, former | 
“resident Htrainerd, and myself to make the necessary cone 
tracts for such a structure and te supervise the erection 
of the same, and I will them bind myselfr and my estate to 
provide the necessary means for its erection and completion 
in accordance with the suggestions of this letter and with 
the contracts to be made by your committee, 


hespectfully, 


John Abner ‘ead. 


~ S  e  O ale ah eee gat Th Bass 
a po ao 8 by a , 
= . 
ble ie a4 i 
i 
| | | | iu 
4 


% <a ‘ a a i, Sale fw re < % : : 
wry, Weir ys 
4 , ii i. g ‘ 
F al 4 7, 
we 


fame A £Lingioedsey 


*GG335 
BZO8.LZU00 OU, ULPM puu 209g07T BLUR FO SUOTZeeBens ey UZTMm GouVpaovoe UF 


moo anos £q epuu e Q OF 


WopzeTdmoo puy WoT_oere |4y Aox BUvem LavggooeUu O49 epTacad of e38480 
fu puH Flesfu purq wouy Ltpa I pues ‘ewes og JO UOT4Zoemeuy estacodua 


0% puy canjonaze © YoNe coz syo8aquoe favaseoer ouy exem 04 ZTesfm 


i ® 


t 

- 4. 
£ 

: 

q 

iy 

ie 

a 


~ 


Nt nce BC VES. Sent 


eT. 


tS er Ptepe gp pee ttn het She a 
SE AES ar aan 


<< grniritty aa 


EP tne. 
Meta i 5 


RL Eh in my a MO Lath atl Se 


